
 
Safe   Return   to   School   Plan   2020-21  

 
As   concern   over   the   effects   and   spread   of   COVID-19   continues,   we   at   Great   Plains   Lutheran  
High   School   are   committed   to   ensuring   the   health   and   wellbeing   of   our   students,   staff   and  
visitors   as   we   resume   onsite   operations   during   the   2020-21   school   year.   Our   overarching   goal   is  
to   implement   appropriate   and   practical   health   and   safety   measures   that   will   enable   our   students  
and   families   to   experience   the   blessings   of   every   aspect   of   our   program   of   Christian   secondary  
education.   We   understand   that   onsite   school   includes   the   risk   of   COVID-19   transmission,   but  
we   feel   the   benefits   of   onsite   school   justify   the   assumption   of   such   risk.   This   plan   is   intended   to  
share   the   “big   picture”   of   the   measures   we   will   be   taking   to   help   ensure   people’s   health   and  
wellbeing.  
 
Broad   Principles  

● First   and   foremost,   we   will   strive   to   glorify   God   by   demonstrating   Christian   love   to   our  
neighbors   in   all   things.   In   this   and   all   circumstances,   we   have   confidence   that   our   loving  
God   is   watching   over   us   and   is   working   for   our   eternal   good.  

● We   will   incorporate   the   guidance   of   the   Centers   for   Disease   Control   and   Prevention  
(CDC),   South   Dakota   Department   of   Health   (SD   DoH),   and   local   healthcare  
professionals   in   our   planning.  

● We   will   continuously   monitor   the   COVID-19   situation   and   adjust   this   plan   if/as  
determined   appropriate.   As   written,   the   plan   will   be   initially   applied   to   the   first   three  
weeks   of   the   school   year   and   evaluated   at   that   time.  

 
Health   and   Safety   Protocols   

● General  
○ We   will   encourage   personal   health   precautions   to   avoid   the   spread   of   illness  

including   regular   hand-washing,   social   distancing,   wearing   cloth   face   covers,  
covering   coughs   and   sneezes,   cleaning   and   disinfecting   frequently-touched  
surfaces,   and   self-monitoring   for   symptoms   (CDC).  

○ We   will   work   to   implement   appropriate   and   practical   social   distancing   measures  
in   a   variety   of   settings   including   but   not   limited   to   common   areas,   classrooms,   the  
gymnasium   and   the   dormitory.  

○ Face   coverings   that   effectively   cover   nose   and   mouth   and   are   comfortably   snug  
to   the   face   will   be   required   during   the   school   day   of   students,   staff   and   visitors.  
Certain   situations   may   have   appropriately   different   expectations   for   face  
coverings.   We   will   work   to   provide   students   with   outdoor   breaks   during   which  
they   can   remove   their   face   coverings.   Students,   staff   and   visitors   need   to   provide  



their   own   face   coverings   and   ensure   they   are   properly   cleaned.   Face   shields   and  
bandanas   will   not   be   considered   proper   face   coverings.   

○ We   will   work   to   effectively   clean   and   disinfect   frequently   touched   surfaces  
throughout   our   facilities.  

○ Monitoring   and   Incidences  
■ Before   returning   to   our   campus,   students   and   staff   will   be   asked   to  

monitor   themselves   for   COVID-19   symptoms   for   14   days.   If   unexplained  
symptoms   are   exhibited,   they   will   be   asked   to   seek   guidance   from   a  
healthcare   professional.  

■ Staff,   students   and   visitors   will   be   screened   for   COVID-19   symptoms  
upon   their   initial   entry   to   the   school   building   each   day.   

■ In   cases   where   symptoms   of   COVID-19   are   demonstrated…  
● Students   and   staff   will   be   asked   to   remain   at   home   or   go   home   if  

exhibiting   symptoms   of   COVID-19   or   another   contagious   illness.  
Guidance   on   the   best   course   of   action   will   be   sought   from   a   local  
healthcare   professional   before   returning   to   school.   Students   and  
staff   must   be   fever-free   without   fever-reducing   medication   for   at  
least   24   hours   upon   return.  

● Students   and   staff   with   confirmed   cases   of   COVID-19   should  
follow   the   direction   of   the   South   Dakota   Department   of   Health   and  
their   medical   professional   before   returning.   Likewise,   our   school  
will   work   with   the   Department   of   Health   to   determine   the   best  
course   of   action   for   our   school.   Written   confirmation   of   good   health  
will   be   needed   from   the   healthcare   professional   before   returning   to  
school.  

● Visitors   and   Deliveries  
○ Visitors   will   be   welcomed   into   the   school   building   by   appointment   only   and  

screened   upon   entry.  
○ Deliveries   will   be   left   in   airlock   areas   of   the   school   building   and   dormitory   or  

made   by   appointment.  
● Classroom  

○ Teachers   will   be   considerate   of   appropriate   and   practical   social   distancing   in   the  
arrangement   of   student   seating,   interaction   and   movement.  

○ Students   will   have   access   to   supplies   to   clean/disinfect   student   seating   at   their  
discretion   during   the   school   day.  

● Chapel  
○ We   will   implement   appropriate   and   practical   social   distancing   in   the   seating   of  

attendees.  
● Food   Service  

○ The   school   kitchen   will   implement   appropriate   and   practical   measures   for   safe  
food   preparation,   serving,   and   cleaning.  

○ Serving   of   meals   and   seating   will   take   place   using   social   distancing  
accommodations.  



● Co-Curricular   Activities   and   Spectators  
○ Co-curricular   activities   will   be   carried   out   according   to   guidance   provided   by   the  

South   Dakota   High   School   Activities   Association   (SDHSAA).  
○ GPL   will   follow   the   SDHSAA’s   tiered   approach   to   allowing   spectators   at   athletic  

contests   based   on   current   community   COVID-19   conditions.   Spectators   above  
the   age   of   five   at   indoor   events   will   be   asked   to   wear   face   coverings   and   socially  
distance   themselves.  

■ Tier   1   -   All   fans   welcome  
■ Tier   2   -   Only   parents   and   students   welcome  
■ Tier   3   -   Only   parents   welcome  
■ Tier   4   -   No   spectators   welcome  

○ We   will   work   to   provide   streaming   of   co-curricular   activities   as   usual.   
● Transportation  

○ Appropriate   and   practical   social   distancing   measures   will   be   used   in   arrangement  
of   passenger   seating.   When   recommended   distancing   is   not   possible,  
passengers   will   wear   face   coverings.  

○ Vehicles   will   be   cleaned   and   disinfected   between   uses.  
● Dormitory  

○ Personal   Safety   
■ All   dormitory   residents   will   daily   clean   and   disinfect   their   rooms.  
■ Viewing   the   dormitory   as   “home”   for   residents,   students   will   have   the  

option   to   wear   face   coverings.   Students   who   exhibit   symptoms   of  
contagious   illness   will   be   expected   to   wear   face   coverings   as   long   as  
symptoms   are   present.  

■ Social   distancing   will   be   encouraged   as   much   as   possible.  
■ All   dormitory   residents   will   be   screened   daily   for   COVID-19   symptoms  

upon   arrival   at   school   and   return   to   the   dormitory   after   school.  
■ In   the   case   of   a   confirmed   case   of   COVID-19,   appropriate   steps   to   isolate  

the   infected   student   or   quarantine   those   determined   to   be   in   close   contact  
will   be   taken.   When   possible,   the   student(s)   will   be   sent   home   for   the  
duration   of   the   isolation   or   quarantine.  

○ Dormitory   Move-In  
■ MovIng   in   will   happen   during   the   specified   time   frame   for   pre-season  

student-athletes   and   by   appointment   on   opening   weekend.  
■ Only   parents   or   a   parent   representative   will   be   allowed   to   assist   students  

with   the   move-in   process.  
○ Common   areas   will   be   cleaned   and   disinfected   daily.  
○ Food   Service   /   Dining  

■ Dormitory   staff   will   serve   the   meals   to   our   dorm   residents.  
■ Meal   times  

● Meals   will   be   served   as   usual   during   the   week.  
● Weekend   meal   times   will   be   adjusted   in   order   to   allow   dorm   staff  

to   serve   the   food.  



○ Dormitory   Student   Travel   Restrictions  
■ Local   travel   in   town   will   be   permitted   as   usual   minding   safety   regulations  

of   local   businesses.  
■ Weekend,   homebound   travel   will   be   allowed   as   usual   minding   safety  

regulations   of   home   area   and   self   monitoring   when   at   home.   Each  
resident   will   be   screened   for   COVID-19   symptoms   upon   return   to   the  
dormitory.   

○ Visitors  
■ All   visitors   to   the   dormitory   are   permitted   by   appointment   only   through   the  

dormitory   staff.  
■ Visitors   who   are   not   GPL   staff   or   students   will   be   screened   for   COVID-19  

symptoms   upon   entry   to   the   dormitory.  
 
Instruction   and   Student   Learning  

● Live,   in-person   instruction   will   be   the   norm.   If   students   miss   school   due   to   COVID-19   or  
another   illness,   they   will   be   responsible   for   completing   their   school   work.   Teachers   will  
work   to   encourage   and   help   students   complete   their   school   work   while   they   are   absent  
or   as   soon   as   possible   upon   their   return.  

● As   long   as   onsite   operations   are   open,   we   do   not   plan   to   provide   alternative   approaches  
to   instruction   such   as   alternating   days,   blended   live/distance,   shortened   school   week,  
etc.   Many   teachers   use   tools   that   can   readily   facilitate   distance   learning   in   their   normal  
instruction.   These   may   help   students   who   miss   school   keep   up   with   their   school   work.  

● If   onsite   operations   are   closed,   we   will   implement   our   distance   learning   plan   for   the  
duration   of   the   onsite   closure.  

 
Opening   Weekend  

● Various   introductions   and   orientations   will   be   pre-recorded   for   families   to   view   at   their  
convenience.   These   include   but   may   not   be   limited   to   president/principal/dean/athletic  
director,   homeroom   teachers,   dormitory   staff,   and   fall   activity   leaders.  

● The   registration   process   will   be   carried   out   through   mail,   email,   and   fax.   Our   office   staff  
will   work   to   make   this   as   convenient   as   possible.  

● The   opening   service   will   be   incorporated   into   the   first   day   of   school   chapel   service.   This  
will   include   the   installation   of   our   new   teachers.   The   service   will   be   streamed   and  
archived   for   parents   and   others   to   view.  


