
How many students attend GPL? 

2019-20 enrollment began at 126 students. We have 36 
students in our freshman class this year. Our goal is to 
gradually increase enrollment over the next 3-5 years, with 
an ultimate goal of 160 students.

What are the plans for increasing student enrollment 
in the coming years? 

A comprehensive recruitment plan is a part of our four-year 
strategic plan. This includes efforts to reach our Lutheran 
elementary schools, families in our association and regional 
congregations, and families within our community and the 
surrounding area. Efforts are being made to connect with 
leaders and families who are interested in and would benefit 
from Christian education, including home-school families who 
may be served. Our international student effort will continue 
to be developed. Our international program director, Mr. Chris 
Pluger, continues to reach out and nurture relationships with 
potential students.

How many faculty members teach at GPL? 

13 full-time and one part-time teacher serve our students. A 
directory of all faculty and staff, along with pictures and areas 
of service, are included on the GPL website www.gplhs.org/
our-school.

What co-curricular activities are available? 

95% of our student body participates in one or more GPL 
activities which include: 

• A variety of athletic programs as part of the Eastern 
Coteau Conference, including 10 varsity-level sports and 
cheerleading. 

• Multiple opportunities for participation in fine arts via 
music and drama, such as Oral Interpretation, One Act Play, 
spring theater, bands (marching, pep, concert), and choirs 
(concert, honor, competition).

• Other activities and clubs to meet the interests and gifts of 
all students. 

For much more, visit www.gplhs.org  
or www.facebook.com/GPLHS.

What is GPL’s current debt load and debt service? 

Our current debt is $1.1 million on a $1.7 million loan 
amortized in 2013 for 15 years at 3.5% interest. Nine years 
remain on this mortgage. Monthly payments are $12,115.

How is GPL funded? 

Great Plains Lutheran is funded by three primary sources: 1) 
Student income, which makes up about 50% of the operating 
cost; 2) Congregations and organizations, which constitutes 
about 15%; and 3) Individuals, which is about 35%. The 
actual cost to educate a GPL student is more than $10,000 
per year.

What does it cost to attend GPL? 

Tuition for the 2019-20 school year is $5,000 per student. 
Room and board for 2019-20 is $3,800. We are blessed to be 
able to provide need-based tuition assistance to families on a 
case by case basis.

How are students’ lives impacted while attending 
GPL? 

The message of God’s grace, Jesus’ sacrifice, and the Holy 
Spirit’s gifts of faith and life, is taught and demonstrated 
daily, in every class, activity and setting. This Christ-centered 
foundation makes GPL special and powerfully nurtures our 
students as lifelong disciples of Christ. Smaller class sizes, 
individualized focus and attention, and a strong connection 
based on a shared faith and a caring faculty and staff also 
serve to provide an educational environment unlike any other.

How does GPL prepare students for technical college 
and other post-secondary education? 

Great Plains Lutheran provides a broad-based curriculum 
offering students the opportunity to be equipped with critical 
thinking skills, to be prepared to solve a variety of problems, 
to write and speak well, and to be ready to give the reason for 
the hope they have.  

GPL students also benefit from our membership in Northeast 
Technical High School (NTHS) where numerous vocational 
and technical courses are offered.
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What is the problem with the current fine arts 
rehearsal and storage spaces? Why the urgency to 
move forward? 

The GPL fine arts program has far outgrown the current 
facility’s rehearsal and storage spaces. Because of increased 
participation, the ensembles no longer have a dedicated 
rehearsal space. They rehearse in the gym without the proper 
acoustics to develop the ensemble’s critical listening ability. 
With the increase in student participation there are also more 
program offerings which require additional storage space. 
Two stage productions per year, three vocal ensembles, band, 
and marching band all have specific storage, practice and 
performance requirements.  

The study and appreciation of music is dependent upon the 
ability to hear and learn differences in intonation, dynamics, 
articulation and balance. This skill can be developed only 
in a learning environment with proper acoustics. While the 
gym has served its purpose as a performance space, the 
acoustical design of an auditorium enables everyone in  
the room to see and hear, clearly and enjoyably, everything 
that is presented.

In what ways will the auditorium be used? 

The auditorium will be used daily as the GPL chapel. 
Additionally, it will be used for fine arts rehearsals, concerts, 
productions, and various school-related presentations.

How will the additional classroom and meeting 
space be used? 

Additional classrooms are needed to assist in better meeting 
the specific educational needs of our students. With shared 
classrooms we are not able to offer specialized instruction 
at the level that would best benefit our students. Additional 
storage space is needed for our Art program. Space is also 
needed for student counseling, individual and small group 
work, and staff offices.

How will the proposed building additions be valuable 
to our congregations and community? 

Expanded facilities will increase the opportunity for GPL to 
be the site of congregational and community gatherings, 
presentations, productions, and tournaments. Each event  
held on campus provides the opportunity for more people  
to become familiar with our mission and ministry to high 
school teens.

May I contribute gifts other than cash? 

Yes, you may contribute gifts of property, stocks, life 
insurance and other securities. In fact, in many situations 
these types of gifts also give some additional tax advantages. 
If you have questions about the tax implications of your gift, 
please consult your tax advisor. And yes, if you itemize your 
contributions when filing your tax return, all gifts to the United 
in Praise campaign are tax deductible.

May I arrange to tour the school? 

Absolutely! We would be honored to show you around, 
share with you the vision for improving and maintaining 
our facilities, and introduce you to the Christian education 
available at GPL. Please call our office at (605)886-0672 or 
stop in to arrange a visit.
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